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"Rf love the Lon bo JEsus, * hears 


ken to his Voice, how to underſtand the Language 
of the Diſciples of A'RIUS, that they may not, 
by their good Words and fair Speeches, be drawn to 


acknowledge and worſhip TWO GODS, or ra- 


ther ONE GOD AND 4A CREATURE, con- 
trary to many 8 — expreſs Texts of 
Scripture. I 4 PRE 
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To which is Added, 


An A PPENDIX in Anſwer to Too Pamphlets 985 
liſh'd againſt it, by the Author of rhe Letter 70 a Diſ- 


ſenter m EXON. 


"A 


. — . — 
/ HERE muſt be alſo Herefies among you ; that they which are 8 Lt 
may be made manifeſt among you, T r. 11. 19. a 


Ur that denieth the Deit Chriſt denieth his Eſſence; 40 hy 
that 2 his Ellence Genes Chl hriſt, COA is no Cbriſlian.— Fonts 
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And therefore the Author fore 
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4 acceptable to the Nice and Cu. 
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eo ff E has touc hid upon the 
"moft+- material Parts of the 
Pamphlets ſtil d, The Innocent 
Aandicated*; the Reply to Mr. 
Ross ER; and the Letter to 
n Diſſenter in Exon: a hopes 
the has given a ati factory An- 
er to theis moſt conſiderable 
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rent Anti dote,” to. honeſt Chri- 
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N giving you my Thoughts on 
the preſent Controverſy about 
1 tbe TRINITT, I ſhall begin 
DS with ſhewing you how I/ords 
FA and Phraſes are abuſed by the 
5 7 Arians, unto a quite contrary 
CG ACTS Scnſe to what they ſeem to 
=——==———) ſound, and to the Meaning in 
which they are ordinarily underſtood by Chriſtians; | 
that you may not be deluded by their ſubtle Equi voca- 
tions, and wheedled into their pernicious Errors 
A N Not 

I. I ſhall begin with the Word G OD. Every 
Man beſides an Arian, whether Chriſtian or Heathen, 


would take it to ſignify the Supreme Being, Infinite, 
: N 6 | Aimighty, 


f 


$-- -- A343 Dette 

_ - Almighty, that had none before it, or any equal t. 
5 Bar the Title God is by theſe Men apply d 5 
Chill, becauſe He is, many times, in Seripture called 
God; who yet, notwithſtanding, deny him to be the 
Supreme God, or to be God by Nature; except you 
will take it in Mr. Emlyi's Senſe; that is, as all good 
Men ars made Partakers of the Druine Natyre, by the 
Grace of Regenemtion. They renreſent him only as 
an Inferior Deity, ſuch as the Heathen had under their 
Great God; and that he is call'd Gd in Scripture, be. 


ee give to him in A 
ns rs o tt Se g e e jet 
God by the Evangeliſt, in his Deſcription of him, be- 


fore the Wirld was made by him, John i. 1. In their 
Senſe, I ſay; they will allow you to ſtile him God, nay, 
and bring the Scriptures to prove him God, and truly 


od. . all the while they take hi ut for 3 
Mage God, a voluntary Production, apd fo a mere 
Wie Gi, all. X „ Ne. . pe 


AND is this dealing in a Matter of ſuch Moment 
as becomes the Miniſters of K. and the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel ? But theyre ſenſible, that Chriſtians 
would fly from their Doctrine, ſhould they be told 
preſently, that their Saviopy was bpt,a Creatuggyatid that 
there was an infinite Diſtapge getuaen God bn him. 
SEE the Anſwer to Mr. Troſſe, p. 6. ----- If Chriſt 
was the Supreme God, what Wrath could hurt him? An 
P. 7. he js diſtinguiſh'd from God g. A. ir 
2% great Laugizer under G d, And Mf. i 
plainer, vol. 4 p. 172, —- Jeſus Chrif 5 n 


% 


Yon of God, is a Divine Being, oz Þ 


40 þig Father, in Nature, Attributes,” aud 


2 


94. r It was the Devine Soul, or Nn 
25 . Juffered all for 14. TER be 


zi $.9-;5hat you may remember, thit they 


| Creature, Jome Sreper- Angelica Being, and ſled 
9&, as Magiſtrates are once or twice in the Scripture 


to be Gods, in a Figurative Expreſſion, tho ne. 
PF 7” 15-4000 . 8 . FEM * 2 ver 


TY 
| ar 
mY 
= x 
2. 
Q 
7 
8 
. 
8 
vay 
Ma 
2 
wad 
— 
. 
=p 
ON 
da 
r CALLE DO 


"© 


[4 


7 


8 and Confatel, &c. NES: 7 
ver with thoſe Titles and Attributes that the Scripture 
gives to Chriſt. en 


II. AN OTHER Word whereby they would-decefy 
you, i, ETERNAL. Now, who ever iniagitt'd, 
that there was any more than . One Eternal Being, 
whom we. call God, that was before all Time an 
Things, and was of bimfelf, and gave Being to 4 
Things elſe 2 So God faith, 7 am the Fi/ft and the I. aff, 
Th. xliv. G. and Pſa. xc. 2. Before che Mountains were 


: 


brought forth, er ever thou hadſt formed the Earth and 
the World, een fro Everlafing r Everlaſting thou, art 
God. Now, you' mult obſerve, they will own CHI 
e trot) ©. 1. 1. In the Beginning uur the 
Ward : But you are miſtaken if you think, for all this; 
that they own Rim 20 he Eternal; for they only con” 
ceive him to have been produced ſome Time before 
oe het Creatures, in the Begining, but {till that he 
ath a Jeſs Eternit) than God the Father: A Phraſe 
which, I believe, was never heard of in the World be- 
| fore, invented only to avoid thoſe plain Scriptures: 
Anſw. to Mr. Troſſe, upin the fore-cited Scriptures, p. To: 
So that In the Beginning ſigniſies with them obly # 
ftrifter or Porter Eternity, as that Chriſt was before 
the Beginning of this Creation: And they tell us, 
there be Punta, or Points, in Eternity (as the Defender 
of Dr. Clark) that Beings may be, one long before an- 
other, and yet all be Eternal. 
AN p here I muſt account for calling of them 
ARIA NMS, who do by no means like the Name, 
it having been odious to all Chriſtians for ſo many 
Ages; and accordingly they plead they are no Arians, 
becauſe Arius ſaid, There was a Time when Chriſt war 
not: And theſe Men are a little ſubtiler than He, to 
evade the plain Scriptures; and therefore more mo- 
deſtly ſay, There was an Eternity when Chriſt was not. 
But if you ask them, whether Chriſt had a Bega | 
or an Original, they will not deny it any more thaft' 
Arias ; and as to his being One God with the Father, or 
a Perſon in Nature equal with him, they are as far from, 
owning it as Arius himſelf, So that the Differenc 
between Aris and them is not indeed in Senſe 4 
. 0 %% rg Oe,” OY RY OY 050 EI muc 


ks 
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83. —_ Az1us Detetfed. 
honeſt Chr iſtians. * ö 1 NY | 7 * 


III. Ax OTHEA Word is TRINITY. This J 


they are as ready ro own as you, Mr. 1 ine beging 
his 4445 Vol. thus An Account of the Faith of the 
Firſt Centuries concerning the ever Bleſſed Trinity; and 
Dr. Clark----The Scriptzre Dittrine of the TRIN ITY{ 
and they acknowledge Three Divine Perſons too: 80 
Lunocent Vind. It clear, and plain in Scripture, but 
Creeds and Councils have obſcur'd it, and made it hard to 
be underſtood i. e. Mr. Whiſton's Trinity. But you 
muſt not think now, that they own the Three Divine 
Perſons to be One God. I have ſhewn before what they 
think of Chriſt, a high and extraordinary Creature, pro- 
duc'd before all others: And as for the Holy-Spirit, 
he is, in Mr. Mpiſton's Account, much inferiour to 
Chrift, whom yet he will have infinitely below the 
Supreme God. So that here are Three Degrees of 
Compariſon; the Third Perſon Inferiour to the Second, 
and both vaſtly Inferivur to the Eirſt. And yet we 
are Baptiz'd equally into the Name of the Father, Sn, 
and Holy Ghoſt ; and the ſame Divine Perfections and 
Works are promiſcuoully attributed to all the Three 


ation and Redemption of the World, in the Work of 
Sanctification, Regeneration, Reſurre&ion,. &c. And 

tho' they plead, that Self-Exi/tence and 
Rev, i. 1 ., Supremacy is not aſcribd tothe Son, 
Rev. . 3. it's abſolutely falſe: For Chriſt ſtiles 
Re. ix. 3. R 
„ , former? and the Almighty ; and he is 
declar d to be Over A L L God bleſſed for ever more. 
MR. Whifton (p. 377.) tells us, that God the Father, 
the Word, and Holy Spirit, are Perſons numerically diſtintt, 
as Two Men, from each other; and (p. 334) that the, 
Holy Spirit is a Divine Perſon, ſuperiour to Creatures, but 
inferiour and ſubordinate to the Father and the Sou, in the 


Creation and Government of the World. * © 


pi 1} I YE 4.43. 4 = l . 1 wel : 
> 0.that, in ſhort, their Trinity is a Trinity. oſ One 


God and 1 wo Creatures; tho? they. call them Divine 
Fell, begaule they are endued with Divine Qualit. 


IV. T HEY 


[ 


> 


Perſons, in many Places of Scripture; as in the Ce- 


himſelf the Fiſt, and can there be a; 


2 oo 282 Err PY r 


—— 
r 


tl 


* 


and Confuted, &. 


IV. THE as much abuſe the Words CREATOR 
and CREATURE. For who beſides an Arian 
eyer imagin'd, that the Creator did not ſignify the S- 
preme God? It is the Voice of Nature, and the Hea- 
then (who had their Little Gods alſo, yet) always took 
the Creation to be the Work of the Great God, whom. 
the wiſer of them acknowledg'd to be but One. 
AN this is agreeable to the Scripture ; Heb, iii. 4. 
He that built all Things is God. Now, ſhew theſe Men 
out of the Scriptures, John i. 3. and Col. i. 16. that all: 
Things were created by Jeſus Chriſt, yea, and for him 
too; and that this is the Honour that the heavenly Hoſt 
ives to the GREAT GOD, Rev. iv. tt. and prove 
rom hence, that this muſt be the Supreme God; yet. 
they preſently. tell you, that he was but an Inſtrument, 


and that he had no Power of his own to do this; (as 
zs the proper Conſequence indeed, according to their 


Notion, of Chriſt ; for how ſhould a Creature make ſuch 
a World?) but he had all this given him by à Su- 
berion God, the Father. So that you can never prove 
Chriſt to be the Supreme God from the Creation of the 


World. And yet the Apoſtle blames the Gentiles that 
they did not, from the Make of the viſible World, come 


to know the Eternal Power and Godhead of the Maker, 
Rom. i. 20. Now, conſider in your own Minds, can 
ſuch, Words be ſpoken of any Creature, that he hath an 
Eternal Power and Godhead ? What can be ſaid more 


of the Supreme God? And how could the Light of 


Nature teach Men, that there was a Being higher than 
he that was the immediate Creator of the World? S0 
that, according to them, the only Supreme God never 


could nor can demand any proper Worthip from far the 


greateſt Part of the Creation, viz. all thoſe that have 
not the Scripture : For by the Works of the Creation, 
it ſeems, tis impoſſible for them to know him; and 
therefore are under a Neceſſity of worſhipping a Cren- 
ture, an Iuſtrument, inſtead of the Supreme Cod, and 
to give his Glory to one that is much inferior to him. 
And I would ask you, by the Way, how there poſſibly 
can be an Inſtrument in Creating-work, which moll 
neceſſarily imply an Infinite Pouer? And yet this 
is what they would abſurdly repreſent Chriſt to be, an 
lIifirumental Creator; Which, think, is not only falſe 


Divini- 


{ 


Ss — — — 


10 AR Tus Detected. 
Divinity, but intolerable Nonſenſe, and directly con- 
trary to what God faith, Ja. xliv. 24. Thus ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer, . and he that formed me from the 
Womb, I am the Lord that maketh all Things, that 
ftretcheth forth the Heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad 
the Earth by my ſel 55 3 
AsaN ; If we look to the Jewiſh Church, they had 
Moſes for their Teacher, who received his Doctrine 
immediately from God, and was faithful in all God's 
Houſe ; yet he never taught the Jews to look higher 
than the immediate Creator of Heaven and Earth ; as 
in Gen, i. And ſo the 2 urgeth his having form- 
ed the Sea and dry Land, O come let us worſhip and bou 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ! What 
Intimation is there in all the Writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets, that there was any Being greater or higher 
than him that was the immediate Creator of theWorld? 
And Moſes gives many Cautions againſt ' their ſerving 
any other God, and tells [rae] that their God is One 


whoſe Name is Jealous, is a Jealous God. | 
Fux Place from whence they would prove, that the 
World was made by an Under. god, is Eph. iii. 9. Who 
created all Things by Jeſus Cri, But he that will con- 


Lord, and e Worſhip no other God, for the Lord, 


der, that God is One, and that we are baptiz'd, into 


ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; that Grace afid heaven- 


ly Benefits are prayed for from theſe Three; and that 


the ſame Thing in 6th of Ja. ſhould be attributed to 
See and in John 12. to Christ, and in the 
laſt © apter of the AG to the Holy Ghoſt, 1 fay, he 
that will read and conſider theſe Things, and can be 


- humble enongh to think, that God is infinitely above 


him, will ſee Cauſe to believe, that Chriſt and the 
HFoly Spirit are but One God with the Father, and 
but One Creator of the Univerſe, tho they are ſome 
Way diſtinguiſh'd. If they ask how? You may ſay, 
None can tell what God is, more than he hath thought 
fit to reveal. How little a Portion is known of him ! None 
can underſtand the Myſtery of God man: 0 in the 
Teſh. How poor and mean is the utmoſt Knowledge 
of proud Man, that cannot know himſelf, or tell how 
his Soul is joined to his Body, and acts with it; nor 
what makes one Flower white and another yellow ? 

| | an 


CA mw, I— Ft =» 2 1 . 7 


and Confuted, Se. 11. 


4 yet would pretend to underſtand him, who hath 
' wthing like to him, and to whom the whole Creation 
is leſs than nothing, and Vanity, | 191 


V. I SHALL ſpeak of another Word, The S A- 
TIS FAC TION of CHRIST. They'll tell you, 
they moſt readily grant this. But if you ask them, whe- 
ther he made Satisfaction by paying a Price of Infenite 
Value, a full Equivalent unto the Joke of God ? they 
have learnt of the Socinians to ſay, There was 8 
of fuch a Thing, but God might accept of what he pleas 
Now, would it not ſeem very odd, if but an Earthly 
Sovereign could ſave a Malefactor, without any Satis- 
faction at all, yet that he ſhould chooſe to give his 
Only and Beloved Son to die a painful and ſhameful 
Death, when he might eaſily have pardon'd the guilty 
Perſon without it? And how will this look in the 
Judge of all the World: | 
THE Scripture tells us, that the Deſert of Sin is Infi- 
nite Miſery ; otherwiſe God had never threaten'd ſuch 
Puniſhment to it : Yet ſome are come to deny this, 
- againſt the plaineſt Scripture, and will not believe that 
God will puniſh Temporary Faults with Eternal 
Torments. Such Reverence they have for the Word 
of God, that ſo often declares it. We are told in Scrip- 
ture, Rom. iii. 25, 26. That God hath ſet forth Chriſt 
4 Propitiation, thro* Faith in his Blood, to declare his 
RiGHTEOUSNESS for the Remiſſton of Sins,---that 
he might be JusT, and the Fuſtifier of him that believeth 
in Jeſus. He declares to all his juſt Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt Sin, not pardoning of, it but upon ſuch a Price 
paid as the Blood of the Son of God, As xx. and we 
are alſo told, in Heb. x. 4. that it was impoſſible that 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould take away Sin. But 
where is the Impoſſibility, when God, according to 
them, might have accepted it as a Ranſom for the 
whole World, and have received corruptible Things, as 
Silver and Gold, inſtead of the precious Blood of the. 
Chriſt ? Is not God's Love commended to us, in that 
he ſpared not his own Son, hut delivered him up for us all ? 
And will any Chriſtian dare to ſay, that it was need- 
leſs, and might as well have been ſpared, and another 
Satisfaction accepted inſtead 3 it? 0 
| 2 | 6. 


12 Axlus Detected 


VI. I COME now to the Word CHARITY 


which is a Word in great Uſe among the Arians, but 
in a Sence that you ſhall never find in Scripture. It js 
at large deſcrib'd and recommended in 1 Cor. xiii. © To 


© be kind, not to be ſuſpicious, even in little Matters 


© of Religion, to bear one with another, Oc. I hope, 
thoſe that abhor the Doctrine of the Arians do cha- 
ritably pray, that God would give them Repentauce to the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth, that they may have Par- 
don from God, Cc. But they would vain-gloriouſly 
ſeem to excel in this, and Innocent Vind. prays God to 
forgive their Enemies. But is it Kind Charity to call 
all the World Fools but themſelves? Mr. TARO SSE 
while he liv'd, had great Reputation among Men of 
diflerent Opinions, for his Miniſterial Abilities, and 
his great Piety and Charity ; and his Memory will al- 
ways be precious to them that knew him, unto many 
that can ſay, by their own Experience, that God was 
with him : And many good Men were willing to have 
ſomething of his by them after his Death, and are be- 
holden to thoſe that made a Collection even of the 
Fragments of that great and good Man. But now that 
his CaATECHISM is printed againſt Avius, he muſt 
be put in alſo among the wnthinking Herd, a Man of a 
weak Head, tho perhaps he had a warm Heart. You find 
him with his Anſwerer, p. 16. a Man of Confidence and 
Uncharitableneſs, and a raſh judge; nay, in the Pre- 
face, he ſuppoſeth him to be ſo weak and honeſt as 
to believe his own Arguments to be true ! So was 
St. Paul accounted a Fool among the Corinthians, when 
they had learn'd Wiſdom from their new Apoſtles; 
and ſo muſt all Chriſtians be content to be reputed, 
and none wiſe but an A RIAN. | 
THEY are accus'd further (in Innocent Vind.) to 
have the Pope's Pride, and to pretend to [afallibility. 
J think, however, a Man may be certain of many 
Things, tho? he be not Infallible. May he not be cer- 
tain of the Meaning of the firſt Commandment, Thou 
ſhalt have no other Gods but me! and, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
no other Cod; for the Lord, whoſe Name i] Jealous, is a 
373 God? And if we can be certain of nothing in 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, what mean thoſe Pre- 
cepts, of contending for the Faith, as it was once delivered 
* 1 10 


* 


( 


and Confuted, &e, 
to the Saints; and of holding faſt the Form of ſound Words; 
and charging Men, that they ſhould not be carried about 
_ with every Wind: of Doctrine, &c.? All might be an- 
ſwer d (according to them) by ſaying, Ve are not In- 
fallible in the Sence of ſuch Scriptures! And ſo a Man 
can never make Shipwreck of Faith, becauſe he is not 
Infallible. But they will further tell you, that theſe 
Opinions are Indifferent, and we muſt bear one with an- 
Other : N. which they endeavour to prepare Men to 
receive their ſtrange Doctrine, and to take off their 
Abhorrence of it at the firſt Hearing. Now, if theſe 
Opinions are ſo Indiſferent, what means this mighty 
Zeal and Induſtry to propagate them! and what De- 
ſign is there in making ſuch Diſturbances in the Church, 
but to head a Party, and draw away Diſciples after them? 


But indeed we are not to think, that they will profeſs 


ſuch a Charitable Opinion of thoſe that differ from 
them always, ſhould their Numbers increaſe : For 
Mr. Vhiſton tells you, p. 392. That Athanaſius, and 
« Aquinas, and others that have followed them, have 
© confounded Mankind, to the Ruin and Perdition 
c (as it is to be fear d) of many Thouſand Souls for 


« ever.“ And can a Man have much Charity for ſuch 
a Doctrine, if he have any Love to the Souls of Men? 


But ſome have Charity enough now to be perſuaded, 


that a ſincere honeſt- minded Man may think he has not 


a ſufficient Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, and yet be in 
no Danger from his Unbelief, ſo that he lives but a 
good Life; that is, ſo he be a quiet Heathen: Inſo- 
much that, with them, an honeſt Heathen is the ſame 
with a good Chriſtian. Their Brethren, the Socrnians, 
have been often told, that they were running into De- 
iſm, to believe nothing of the Scripture Revelation, but 
to depend only upon the Light of Nature. But whether 
are theſe Men run already! What can be ſaid more to 
the Diſhonour of our Lord and Saviour than this, That 
he hath ſet forth a Religion, and commanded it to be 
believ'd, upon Pain of Everlaſting Damnation, and 
yet a ſincere Man may ſee no Ground to believe it at 
all! What Papiſt ever ſpake ſo much to the Diſgrace 
of the Goſpel ? But further they tell you, That * you are 
ts Not 


as 


„ Whereas Dr. Clarke ackpowledges it jo be 4 Doftrine of the greateſt 1m; 
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not to be over-much concern d for theſe Debates : They are 
Points of Opinion canvaſs'd among Scholars, and 
have no Influence upon Practice ; and ſuppoſe it is no- 
thing to break ſo plain a Command as this, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip no other God; which Command is put by our 
Saviour, in the moſt plain and comprehenſive Words 
that can poſſibly be. If it be Life to kzow the only true 
God, and to acknowledge him to be One Lord, it muſt 
be very dangerous, one would think, to acknowledge 
and worſhip another God beſides him, and inferior to 
him ; when God himſelf puts us in mind that he is a 
2 Gad, which cannot denote leſs than his fierce 
rath againſt all ſuch. So that you ſee, we have 
Cauſe to beware that we do not part with the Truth, 
and hazard our Souls, under the Pretence of Charity. 


VII. AnoTHER Word frequent among them is 
PERSECUTION. And they tell us, that zo 
Chriſtian mus? be a Perſecutor. But you will find Per- 
ſecution in no ſuch Sence in the New Teſtament as it is 
uſed by them. Paul tells you what he did when he 
was a Perſecutor ; that he did beat Chriſtians, and hale 
Men and Women into Priſons, and drive others into 
ſtrange Cities, and compell them to blaſpheme, and when 
they were put to Death, he gave his Voice againſt them. J 
hope there is no ſuch Ferſecution among us. So 
 Jhmat['s ſcoffing at Iſaac is called Perſecution : But none 

o ever reproach'd them. | 

The Truth is, they cry, Perſeciction ! to affright Men 
from ſpeaking againſt the Tares they are ſowing, that 
they may do their Work, and no Man diſturb them. 
But if ſpeaking againſt Falſe Doctrine be Perſecution, 
Paul was a Perſecutor even after his Converſion. Gal. 

ii. 5. He would not give place by Subjection, no, not for 
an Hour, that the Tah of the ofoel might remain with 
the Churches. And he {ſmartly reprov'd Peter for his 
Diſſimulation and want of Sincerity, while he was 
afraid of diſpleaſing Men. And was not this Perſecu- 
tion, to wound Peter's Reputation before a Multitude ? 
But then it will be anſwer'd, The Apoſtles were Infal- 
lible ; which none now can pretend to. But was Titus 
Infallible, who was to convince the Gainſayers, and to 


rebukg Men ſharply, that they might be found in tive * 
as 


and C onfuted, &c 15 
Was not this a grievous Perſecuting Spirit? Were 
all the Chriſtians Infallible, whom Jude commands to 
contend earneſtly for the Faith, as it was once delivered to 
the Saints ? Were the Elders of the Church of Ephe- 
ſus infallible, whom Paul chargeth to rake heed to t 
ſelves, and to the Flock, when there ſhould riſe up among 
them Men ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Diſci- 
ples after them? Mult the Elders ſay nothing, for tear of 
theſe Mens Reputation'? But they tell us, by hurting 
of Mens Reputations, we take away their Livelihood. 
If this follows, upon ſhewing People the Danger of 
their Doctrines which they teach, who can help it? 
Muſt we love Mens Eaſe more than the Glory of 
Chriſt and the Souls of Men ? They muſt thank them- 
ſelves for ſpreading ſuch Doctrines. The Apoſtle charg- 
eth his Romans to ſet a Mark upon them which cauſe 
Divifions, contrary to the Doctrine they had been taught, 
and avoid them, to ſhew their Diſlike of them by 
ſhunning them. And the Apoſtle Fohn ſays, that he 
that b. ingeth not the Doctrine of Chriſt, or! not be re- 
ceived into our Houſes, neither nuſtwe bid him Cod ſpeed, 
ive him a good Wiſh, leit we be Partaker of his Evil 
eeds, (2 Foil 0. 10. 11.) by giving Countenance to 
the ſpreading of his Errors. Now, this will very loud 
0 be call d Perſecution, which we have the Apoſtle s 


harge and Warrant for. 


VIII. T nx next Thing to be conſider d is, their Ex. 
traordinary REVERENCE (as they pretend) for the 
SCRIPTURES. You ſee in the ge 


how vehemently it was inſiſted on, that we ground our 
Faith on no Man, how great ſoever, but entirely on the 
Scriptures. One would think, this needed not ſo-often- 
to have been repeated, nor preſs'd with ſuch Vehe- 
mence before an Aſſembly of Diſſenting Miniſters, Who 
have evermore profeſs'd to build their Faith on the 
Scriptures, if there was nothing more intended but this, 
But pray confider, how the moſt Excellent Men, fa- 
mous in their Generation, are, in that Sermon, cou- 
pled up with the Council of Trent, a Pack of Popiſh 
Bifhops, that met with a Deſign to overthrow the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and to keep the Bible _ _ 
| eople. 


rmon preachd 
at Exon, for which the Aſſembly refus d their Thanks,” 
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People. Pray what is the Crime of the Engliſh Con- 
vocation, and . /ter-Afſembly, and the Famous 
Mr. BAXöTER? Why, they all agree in Proteſting a- 
gainſt Arius and his Diſciples. The Articles of the 
Church of Eng/aud begin with the Doctrine of the 
Trinity: The Weſtminſier- Aſſembly put fortha Catechiſm, 
Ce. And have not all Churches, of every Perſwaſion, 
done the like? Even the Socinzans in Poland, and 1 
am aſſured the new Ariaus have done the ſame; and 
have left out not only the Doctrine of the Trinity, but 
the Decrees of God ; that they may bring all to a Ratio- 
nal Religion, to believe nothing, tho' ever ſo plainly 
reveal'd in Scripture, that proud ignorant Man is-not 
able to comprehend ;- who yet cannot comprehend 
the leaſt of God's Works, or underſtand ſo much as 
his own Soul and Body. I hope the Churches will 
conſider whither theſe Things tend, and whither they 
are running, if they follow theſe new Guides. But let 
me ask again, What is the Fault lately found in the 4/- 
ſembly's Catechiſm, that theſe Presbyterians ſhould grow 
weary of it? All the Proteſtant Churches do by their 
Confeſſions ſhew their Agreement with it; and it hath 
the Scriptures to confirm it. Sure then its great Fault 
is the Anſwer about the Trinity And it vexes them 
that our People generally have ſuch an Eſteem of it, 
as of a Summary of ſound Doctrine, taken out of the 
Bible, that they will not hearken to them that cannot 
brook it, for the "Reaſons mention'd before. And 1 
hope all good Chriſtians will {till keep up a due Reve- 
nce for it, and that it will have its Praiſe in the 
hurches, when Arius ſhall be buried a ſecond time. 
24... As for Mr. Baxter, he ſays, That 
. the Doctrine of the Trinity is the 
cep. 16. um and Kernel of the Chriſtian 
Religion, as expreſt in our Bap- 
© tiſm and Athanaſius's Creed, the beſt Explication of 
© it. that he had ever read. 

So that, according to them, you muſt read none of 
theſe good Books, but caſt them all away, in order to 
come at the Truth: But on the other hand, there is 
no Danger in Mr. 1 and Dr. Clarke : And when 
you have laid all others aſide, and give up your ſelf 
to them, then you are like to become a good Convert; 
but tis to Arius, not to Chriſt. Bur 


and Confuted, &c. = 
Bur, tho we acknowledge we may not ground our 
Faith on Convocations, or Aſſemblies, or on Baxter, &c. 
yet is there no Uſe to be made of them? Are not 
Miniſters to teach the People Doctrines of Faith? And 
are not they to ee the Law at their Mouth ? Have 
they not the Authority of Teachers, tho? not of Infallible 
udges? And is it not great Raſhneſs to go off from 
the Doctrines taught by ſo many good Men, without 
much Prayer, and plain Evidence, and many Inqui- 
ries? A modeſt Man would think fo. e 
Br our new Guides have a ſhorter Way. Go to 
Dr. Clark and Mr. J/hiſton, who ſet the Scriptures be + 
fore you, and appeal to them. And did the Aſſembly 
or Mr. Baxter teach Men any Thing but what .they 
prov'd out of Scripture? But ſay they, We are for a 
Confeſſion of Faith in p/aiz Scripture Words: and can 
any Man ſpeak plainer or more intelligible than the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Tho' by the Way, with theſe. Men he is but 
a Creature. All this is but to deceive you: For I 
would ask them, Whether Words are Scripture, farther 
than they convey the Senſe to us? The Holy Ghoſt 
| ſpeaks plain, if Men will uſe the Method God has ap- 
pointed to underſtand his meaning, to wit, Prayer, and 
diligent Reading, and the Help bf others, which God 
hath commanded. I would ask theſe Men, If a Man 
ſhould make a Profeſſion of his Faith in God, in Scrip- 
ture Words, that he hath Eyes, and Ears, and Feet, 
and that he comes. down from Heaven to know what is done 
on Earth, and therefore muſt be a Max, as we are: 
whether they would ſay, that this is true, and not to 
be found Fault with, becauſe it is the very Words of 
Scripture? | | 52 «veah 
By this you may gueſs what the Meaning is of 
that which is commonly ſaid, that if a Mau bſcribe- 
the Bible as the Mord of God, What can you defire of him 
more? Sincerity has been mightily cried up of late; 
but may a Man be fincere in ſubſcribing to the Bible 
in general, and believe few of the Doctrines contain'd 
in it; -only ſubfcribe to the Words of it? A Papiſt 
will fay, It is. the Word of God, and yet believe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Praying to Saints, and what not; 
and a Socinian (if the Inſtance be not ill choſen) will 
ſubſcribe to the Bible, — denies the Doctrine up- 
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on which the whole Hope of a Chriſtian is built, viz. 
ng himſelf as a proper Sacrifice for our Sim. 
If it be ask d, What would you do to ſuch Men? 
Would you impriſon, or hang them, or burn them, 
becauſe they do not think as you do? We anſwer, 
Chriſt never appointed ſuch a Compulſion of Men to 
come into his Church; and Force may make a Hypo- 
crite, but can never make a Chriſtian. But then, we 
cannot {ee how a Man can be a Chriſtian, or a Mem- 
ber of a Chriſtian Church, that doth not believe, and 
give his Aſſent to, the great Articles of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Otherwiſe Hymeneus and Alexander might 
_ plead, that they could not think otherwiſe, than that the 
Reſurrection was paſt already; and yet Pauleiteem'd them 
not as Members of Chriſt, and tells you, Their Word 
did eat as a Canker,: and that they overthrew the Faith of 
others. But if Subſcribing the Bible be enough, whate- 
ver 2 Man believes as to the Doctrines contained in 
it, I think there js no Faith left to be overthrown. 
Bu x let us go farther, and make our Profeſſion in 
Scripture Words, and ſee whether that will content 
them. The Scripture, in John i. 1. tell us, that In 
the Beginning was the Nord, and the Word was with God, 
and was God, and that all Things were created by him. 
J hope now we are right in Scripture Words ; and 
doth Scripture ſpeak plain, doth it need Mens Inter- 
Pretations ? Ah! but ſays the Arian, You mult not 
underſtand, that tho” the Scripture deſcribe the Eter- 
nity of the Supreme God by his being before the Moun- 
tains, Oc. you muſt not think that Chriſt is Eternal as 
God is, tho he is ſaid to be in the: Beginning. He may 
have been a little before the Creation of the World, 
and that is before Fime. So, He is called God, faith 
© the Innocent Vind. but God ſignifies ſome ſtroug Thing; 
© or, you may call him God, as a Magiſtrate is called 
© God, becauſe he hath all Poꝛuer given him in Heavenand 
© Earth.” Tho' obſerve (in John) he is called God be- 
fore he came into the World, and made all Things; 
and the Scripture tell us plainly, H that made al 
Things is God. Yet, however, (ſays the Arian) you 
are to remember, that Chriſt made not the World by 
his own Power, and therefore can't be proved from hence 
to be God. You ſee at laſt what we have got by a 
13 | Confeſſion 


Confeſſion in Scripture Words, when it does not 
pleaſe. 7 ee TX 
. them now, whether the Holy, Ghoſt wants 
their Explications, and let all Men ſee, whether by 


ſuch a Liberty, and wreiting of Words, the Scriptures 


can have any Authority, or a Man can know what to 
believe. | | 302-3700 
TRI this Matter in a ſecond Inſtance ; I find in 
Scripture, The Lord our God is One Lord. Thou ſhould 
worſhip no other God, &c. Or take the ſame Doctrines 
from our Saviour's own Mouth, Thou ſhall worſhip the 


' Lord thy God, and him only ſhall thou ſerve. And yet 


the Ariaus, while they hold Chriſt to be but a Crea- 
ture, pray directly to him, (as we have many Exam- 
ples in Scripture of Divine Worſhip perform'd to him;) 
but they explain, or rather pervert, the Words of the 
Holy Ghoſt, by their Addition, viz. that the Words 
mean only Supreme Morſbip to be paid to God, but ſay 
nothing of Subordinate. And where is any Ground of 
ſuch a Diſtinction to be found in Scripture ? But of 
this more under the next Head. 1 LILLT 
Io ſee, after all, their great Reverence for the 
Scripture ! Indeed, I fear, the Want of Reverence of 
God, and his Word, is the true Spring of all this new 
Doctrine; becauſe Man is too proud to receive any 


Doctrine, tho' ever ſo clearly reveaPd in Scripture, 


that his poor depraved Reaſon can't comprehend. 


IX. We come next to the Word SUBORDINA- © 


TION, and are told that the Scripture is every where 


full of it. But what is the Meaning of this Hard Word, | 


which indeed is not Scripture, nor eaſy to be under- 
ſtood by plain Chriſtians ? Do they mean by Subor- 
dination that Jeſus Chriſt was a Man of the Seed of David, 
according to the Fleſh ? That he was made of a Woman 
that he was in all Things like unto us, Sin only excepted 


And that he had a Humane Soul as we have; and not 


that his Divine Nature was to him inſtead of a Soul ? 
This indeed the New Teſtament is full of: But this is 
little taken Notice of by them; yet this one Conſide- 
ration of Chriſt's Humane Nature will explain many 
Texts. | | - | 
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I x Was 46 4 Man that he pray'd to his Father; It 
Das as a Man that he offered himſelf a Sacrifice, tho 
it had its Value from the Union with the Divine Na- 
ture. We are told, that be increaſed in Wiſdom and Sta- 
ture; and the Divine Nature communicated itſelf to 
the Humane as it pleaſed : And thus the Day of Judg- 
ment might be hid from him as he was Man. . 
H came into the World as a Prophet ſent of God, 
who gave him the Spirit, tho“ without meaſure ; and 
by this you underſtand tioſe Paſlages, He ſpake not of 
himſelf, like the Prophets of old, that begin their Pro- 
-phecy, Thus faith the Lord, and were not to ſpeak a 
Vigen of their own. And thus, He came not into the 
World to dy his own Mill, but the Mill of him that ſent him, 
As the Father hath given Commandment, ſo I do, and ſo 
I ſpeak. And according to this Nature, He /h give up 
his Mediatory & ingdom to the Father, and have no more 
that Power which was given him as a Reward of his 
Sufferings, but be ſubject to the Father. This I take 
to be the Meaning of that Place: Tho? (as I faid be- 
fore) God manifeſted in the Flejh is a great Myſtery ; and 
we muſt not wonder, if many Things that are ſpoken. 
i fs Load ann cs 
No W, as to this Subordination they take but little 
Notice of it; tho? the New Teſtament ſpeaks chiefly | 
of Chrilt as Man, Mediator, God manifeſted in the Fleſh. 
We read alſo of him, that he was in the Form e God aud 
thought it no Ri bbery to be equal with God, Thil. ii. 6. Yet 
be emptied himſelf, or humbled himſelf, or made himſelf 
no Reputation, or, in the Words of the Apolile 
St. John, that the VOR D which was in the Beginning 
was with' God, and was God. The Creator himſelf came 
from the Boſ.m of the Father, and took our Fleſh, and 
welt among us. We read alſo of God the Father, and 
kas only begotten Son. But this Generation is not like any 
Thing among Men; So that where is the Man that 
can pretend to underſtand it? Who can declare his 
Oener ation? e 240001 
IN another Place of the ſame Evangeliſt; our Savi- 
our faith, that he and his Father are Cue. One (faith 
the Arian) in Mill and Affection, às to the Work 
of Redemption. But obſerve, in John v. that the 
Is ondęrſtood his calling God his Father was 3 -= 


| and Conf, ated; &c. ; 21 

lin himſelf equal with God; and in John x. the Jews 
1 12 ahh of Blaſphemy, 3 he Cs, 
aud the Father were one; and he tells them that God was 
bis Father. Before the High-Prieſt he anſwer'd upon 
Oath, when he was ask'd, Art thou the Chriſt, the Son: 
f the Bleſſed? Feſus ſaid, I am. Now conſider, Chriſt 
came into the Vorld to ſave Men; He was ſent firſt to 
the Jews, to them that were always taught, that there. 
was Oue God, and that there was none other but he, But 
if Chriſt were not the ſame in Subſtance with the Fa- 
ther, would he not have remov'd this Prejudice againſt 
their believing in him, by explaining himſelf, that 
he meant only one in Will, not in Nature? He ſpake up- 
on Oath ; and when honeſt Men ſpeak in that manner, 
they will ſpeak ſo as to be underſtood by others; or- 
elſe how can an Oath be the End of all Strife ? And he 
well knew in what Senſe the Jews underſtood him. 
when he ſaid God was his Father; yet he ſill affirms 
he was ſo. And I cannot ſee how they that aſſert, 
that Ch:iſt was not One God with the Father, can accuſe: 
the Jews of doing him wrong: For by the Law a Blaf- 
phemer was to be ſton d to Death, and if he was but a 
Man, or a Creature, when the Fews thought that he 
made himſelf God, is it not unaccountable that he 
ſhould ſay nothing at all to rectify their Mittake ? 
Bor Mr. I bhiſten and Dr. Clark unriddle this hard 
Word Subordination, and Mr. Yhiſton tells you, That 
tho Chriſt be a Divine Perſon, and one of his Trinity, 
yet thar he is every way inferiour to the Supreme and 
Only God. And bis Trinity conſiſts of Three Perſons, as 
diſtinct one from another as Three Men are, if I un- 
derſtand him aright: And Dr. Clark deſcribes the Son 
of God as a Divine Being, to whom belongs Sar, 
P. 442. and the higheſt Titles are aſcrib'd, even ſuch 
as include all Divine Powers, except Abſolute Supre 
macy and Independency, p. 298: yet another diſtin& 
Being BESIDES the Independent Being, p. 298, 270. 
the Father alone being the One Eternal God, p. 4553 
429.---- This indeed their Followers are loth to ſpeak 
out ſo freely, leſt it ſhould fright many from their 
Doctrine: Therefore they take care to bring Men on 
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Ix you have read Mr. Troſſe's Catechiſm, you find 
there he ſhews you, that the Name Jehavah was the 
Name of God alone; and yet that this Name, and all 
his Glorious Attributes are ſpoken of Chriſt. And tho 
generally in the New Teſtament we go to God«the Fa- 
ther by him as our Advocate, yet in ſome Places we find 
Prayers directed to him immediately as God manifeſted. 
in the Fleſh. Now, the Scriptures teach that God is One, 
that he is jealous of his Honour, and hath commanded us 
t worſhip no other God; and our Saviour, in his Anſwer: 
to the Devil, in Mat. iv. confirms it. Well then! hoy, 
do theſe Men juſtify their worſhipping of Chriſt, whom, ' 
they deny to be the One God? .. 8 b 91 
Dx Clark tells you, It is only Subordinate Worſhip, 
and ſo no manner of Injury to the Supreme God; and 
another tells you of the {ſrae/ites worſhipping God and 
the King ; as if it were not eaſy to be underſtood, that 
when they had done Praying, or giving Thanks, to 
God, they did Obeyſance to the King. They would 
anſwer ſomewhat to the purpoſe, if they could give an 
Inſtance of praying to a Creature, or doing Religious 
Reverence to a Man, when he was many Hundred 
Miles oft; as to Chriſt in Heaven. 
Bur as to this Subordinate H/orſbip, pray obſerve, 
that the Queſtion in the 4th of Mat. was in Truth a- 
bout no other than Subordinate H/orſhip. The Devil did 
not pretend to the . Worſhip that was due to the Hu- 
reme God, but deſired to be worſhipped as one that had 
great Power and Authority given to him. Our Saviour, 
in his Reply, might have told him, he lied, he had no 
ſuch Power, and that he had no Excellency, and deſerved no 
Reſpett : but he choſe to anſwer as to Matter of Wor- 
ſhip; in the moſt general Terms, that it was God's Due, 
and to be given to none other whatſoever ; Him only 
fhatt thou ſerve. So the Angel in Rev, xxii. H/or/bip God, 
Who would imagine now if our: Saviour is to be wor- 
ſhipp'd, (as they acknowledge) that he is not truly 
God, and the One God, to whom alone we muſt pay Di- 
vine Honour? But ſuch is the Pride of Man, that ra- 
ther than he will acknowledge his Ignorance, that he 
cannot underſtand and comprehend an Infinite God, he 
will deny the plaineſt Scripture, and invent Diſtincti- 


ons, to make void the Firſt Commandment, as the Papiſt 
| 5 
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2 and Confuted, &. 

do, to break the Second. We are not to make any 
'Graven Image; but the Papiſt tells you, that is, no I- 
mage of a Falje God, We are not to bow down to it, ner 
ſerve it He tells you, That he pays to his Saints but 
'a Subordinate' Worſhip, whenever he prays to it. dee 
how our new Leaders have learnt of them; and at this 
rate, you may as eaſily bring the Third Commandment to 
nothing alſo, by ſaying, you muſt not forſwear your Self, 
except it be to ſave your Life, Which you are comman- 
ded to preſerve. But let us hear what the Letter to the 
Deſſenters in Exon replies to this Argument from Mat. iv. 
and you will eaſily perceive, that whatever ſly Evaſi- 
ons he hath brought to invalidate other Arguments that 
prove Chriſt to be One God with the Father, he was ſo 
confounded with his Text, that he has ſcarce the Colour 
of a Reply; but is forc'd to go to the Papiſt at Rome to 
borrow an Aniwer out of Bellarmine. Perhaps you may 
have heard from another Quarter, that Arianiſm would 
run us into Popery, or Deiſm ; and indeed here you may 
ſee a Proof of the former, from this Man's Anſwer. The 
Papiſts make Images of God, and of the Saints, and 
worſhip them; and yet own the Scriptures to be the 
Word of God. How then ſhall this Practice of theirs 
be reconciled, which is ſo: contrary to the Secend Cum- 
mandment, a Precept that is moſt expreſs againſt Image- 
Worſhip ?- Will not their People be afraid to put in 
Practice a Doctrine ſo directly againſt the Letter of the 


Commandment? They are ſenſible of this Difficulty, 


and therefore, in Places where no Proteſtants are near 
them, to cry ſhame upon them, they ſave themſelves by 


a Diſtinction between Supreme and Subordinate Wor- 


ſhip : The Latter they maintain to be due to their 
Saints and their Images, and worſhip them, notwith- 


ſtanding ſo plain a Commandment. The Arian is in 


the ſame Streight as to the Firſt Commandment, and our 

Saviour's inforcing it, Mat. iv. He ſees, if Chriſt be not 

the Supreme God, the Worſhip of him is flat 1delatry: 
This conſtrain'd the Writer of the Letter to trudge to 
Rome, and fetch an Argument from Bellarmine, the 

Pope's Champion, againſt whom the whole Body of 

Proteſtant Writers have been engag'd, and have clear- 

ly prov'd their Saint-H/orſhip to be black Idolatry. He 

argued in the firſt Place, That the Congregation Wow: 
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4 ed the Lord and the King, 1 Chro. xxix, 30. He might 5 


1 well have added, Luke xiv. 10. Thou ſhalt have Jr. 
ſhip in the Preſence of them that fit at Meat with thee, 


What Argument is this, that becauſe H/0:/hip in our 


Language is uſed for civil Reſpect which we owe to 
Men, that therefore a Creature (which they make our 
Saviour to be) muſt be worſhipp'd, ſo as to be pray'd 
- to (when he is as far diſtant from us as Heaven from 
Earth) and to be own'd hereby to be the Searcher of 
Hearts, and able to ſupply all our Mants of Soul and Body, 
and ,Feady to attend in all Places wherever his People 
pray? Did the //:ae/ites mean this by doing Obey- 
{ance to their Sovereign? Or did the reſt of the Guelis 
pay this H/or/hip to the Man that was ſet in a higher 
Place.? Did the People ſpeak to the King as Thomas 
to our Saviour, My Lord and my God] Yet our Saviour 
was never forward to' ſeek his own Glory, but his Fa- 
ther's, and did always whar is pleaſing to him ; and 
ordered this to be written for inſtruction to his Church 
in Aſter-Ages. But the Author of the Innocent Vind. 
P. 13. will ſay, This is an obſcure Place; as all Scriptures 
are with them that prove the Deity of Chriſt. Their 
Rule is, that God intended ſome Senſe in them, which 
you may gueſs at, but not be ſollicitous to find the Right : 
For they do not ſo much as tell you, that you ſhould 
pray, and ſtudy, or ask the Opinion of others that 
underſtand: better than you your ſelves ; but they ſay, 
that to believe this or that to be the true Senſe of them, and 
#0 avoid the falſe, is not neceſſary to Faith or Salvation. So 
that you may wy your Bible aſide, in all Places where 
you pleaſe to ſay it's obſcure, And how far ſhort is 
this from Deiſm, to bring the Scriptures only to a Bun- 
dle of Moral Precepts ? 
His next Argument is Be//armine's, Word for Word, 
That God commanded rae} to worſhip a Place, if he 
would but ſpeak out: For his mighty Proof is, that 
they. mult worſhip his Foorftool, becauſe the Seventy have 
there left out d which they have put in the End of 
the 99th Pſalm; and in the 133 Pſalm. But for all 
this Criticiſm, or Example of worſhipping a Place, let 
me ask him, Did the Jews worſhip the Mountain where 
the Tabernacle and Temple were? For ſo it is in the 
End of the goth Pſalm, Worſbip his Holy Hill, as 5 
N wou 


8 . „ „ 
and Confuted, &c. 25 
wduld have it underſtood. Did the Jeus worſhip a 
Hill, or a Piece of Wood? God told them, that from 
the Mercy-Seat he would meet and commune with them; 
and he is ſaid to dwell between the Cherubims. Now this 
Vas the Reaſon for their worſhipping towards that Place, 
where the Lord ſaid he would dwell; as we now wotſhip 
towards Heaven. Let I hope no body worſhips'the Hea- 
ven. And what will his Inſtance out of Daniel prove, 
who opened his Window, and prayed towards Feruſa- 
em, but that he put himſelf. in mind of God's Good- 
neſs to their Fathers; how he dwelt among them there 
and walkt among them ? And he took Pleaſure in the 
Remembrance of it, even in the Stones or Duſt of e- 
ruſakem, hoping to ſee the City and Temple revivd 
again out of their Rubbiſb. I think this to be more thin 
enough for that poor Popi/h Argument, urged by the 
rankeſt Papiſts, to bring in the : Worſhip of Saints; 
duda emgt tz; ard if we may worſhip one Creature, 
ſee no Reaſon why we may not give more Subor- 
dinate Morſbip to another; except you will arbitrarily 
reftrain Mens Liberty, which is the Cauſe the Arian: 
pretend to ſtand for, i. e. Liber to believe what jou 
pleaſe, And when you do not like what you read in 
the Bible, do but ſay it is obſcure, and then you, tre 
not ſurther concern d. 7 rn : | 2. 19039 0 't 
As to our worſhipping of Chriſt, God and Man, the 
| Worſbip'is:direfted to him as God manifeſted in the Fleſh. * 
And as to the Honour which God is ſaid to have gien 
him; we read, that Chriſt laid aſide his Gſpry When 
he took our: Fleſh, which was a voluntary Humiliati- 
on; and therefore God the Father gave Him Honour 3 
24 Mediator, or God Man. Upon the whole, he 
would have you believe, that God hath comtianded 
you to worſhip a Creature, in commanding you to Wor- 
ſhip! Chriſt, whereas the Scriptute is moſt plain and” 


ſtrict, that none it to be worſhipp?d hut God“ 
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26 ARI us' Detected. 
Tas Bleſſed and Infallible Book, which is to be 
the Lamp to our Feet and the Ligbt to our Paths, doth 
moſt ſtrictly inſiſt upon it, that none elſe is to be 
{1 worſhipped. It tells us plainly, that Cxviſ 
Jo» x. 30. 7s Cod Immanuel, God with us,--Gcd o- 
Deu i. 1 Ler all, The Supreme God--One with 
1 Tum. iii. 16. the Father -The FiksT (and therefore 
1 Jo. v. 20. 2 there could not be a POR R R) as well as 
the LastT--That be is Ged manifeſted in 
the, Fleſh—+-'T hat: he is the true God, and Eternal Life, 
But becaule they are not willing to own his Deny, 
tho' ſo often aſſerted in the Scriptures, they would in 
eſtect perſw ade you, that you are commanded by God 
to break the Hiſt Commandment, and our Saviour's own 
Explication of it; when yet, long after his Aſcenſion, 
the Angel which was ſent to John, in the Revelation, 
ſpeaks of worſhipping none but God only,” Rev. xxii. 9. 
But you are to obſerve that Idolatry is nat only a Sin, 
becaule tis the Breach of a pofrive Command, but it 
is a Sin againſt the Law of Nature; therefore it is wie- 
ked to ſuppoſe it poſſible for God to command us to 
worſhip. a Creature, any more than to commit Murder, 
or bear Falſe-Witneſs, &c. And here I would deſire 
you to conſider, whether this Worſhip of One God, and 
no other, be not according to this Author a Fundamen- 
tal or an Eſſential Article of the Chriſtian Faith, to uſe 
his on Words; and that a Man cannot deny it, and 
be in a State of Salvation. He himſelf tells you, p. 4. 
that every Chriſtian hut h au Intereſt at Stale, when the 
Controverſy is about the: Supreme Object of orſhip, and 
the Way in which he dhuſes to be worſhipp'd: If God 
hath made a Revelation of this Matter, it is every 
17 0 Duty to endeavour to underſtand it. Now, 
his fixſt Rule is, That the Doctrine be delivered expreſly in 
Seer many Aude. And who can deny, but 
the having and worſhipping of One God is expreſſy 
laid down in many Places of Scripture ; as — in the 
+ - Commandment,-—feveral times by Moſes, Thou 
- ſhalt ee no other God,---and by our Saviour him- 
ſelf, Mark-xii- 29, 30) 8 great Commandment. 
is," The Lord our God is One Lord; and Mat. iv. 10. Thou 


ſhalt worſbi the Curd thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve, | think this cannot be denied, that it is a Du- 
CE 11 1 CA a , ty 


2 and. Confuted, ke. 27 
ty laid down expreſly in Scripture, that none but One God 
ii io be worſbipp'd. His ſecond Rule, to make a Thing 
Fundamental, or eſſential to Salvation, is, That it have 
jo much ſtreſs laid upon it in the Scripture, as that the le- 
lieeuing of it ſhould by the Scriptures be made the Condition 
f Sakuation, or the not believing of it be threatened with 
Eternal Damnation: And he would perſwade you, that 
this Article of believing and worſhipping One only 
God, and taking ' Chriſt for the Supreme God, was 
never received before the Fourth Century. Now, as 
to the Streſs that is laid upon the Doctrine of worſhip- 
ping God only, you will remember, that it is the Firſt 
CTommandment of the Ten, and muſt be a Proof of our 
Love to God, as our Saviour tells us, Mat. xxii. 37. 
Hear, O Iſrael, The Lord thy God is One Lord; and 
thou. ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, &c. 
Thou ſhalt xworſhip no other God ; for the Lord, whoſe Name © 
i Jealous, is a Jealous God. Exod. xxxiv. 14. This im- 
plies God's fierce Anger againſt them that worſhip any 
one beſides the Supreme God. ſealouſy is the Rage of 
à Man, upon his being wrong'd, or ſuſpected to be ſo, 
upon his Partner's breaking the Marriage- Covenant. 
So is the Matter to be underſtood between God and his 
People, Hof. ii. 2. and in the New- Teſtament it is ſaid, 
that /dolaters ſball not inherit the Kingdom of God. We 
do not pretend to be Judges of the World; there is one 
 Law-giver,' who is able to fave and to deſtroy ; but we de- 
fire Men feriouſly to confider theſe Threatnings to all 
ſuch as ſnall worſhip any except the ye > God. And 
let all Men ſee,” whether it be an indifferent Thing to 
worſhip a Creature, to pray to and truſt in him, and 
look for all Bleſtings from him. Oh! remember that 
Nez is a Jealous God, that will not give his Glory to ano- 
I Hops, you are now convinced, that this Doctrine 
was 2 Fundamental long before the Furth Century, and 
before the Coming of Chriſt into the World. © * 
We have a particular Peice of Worſhip paid to 
Chriſt, which the Scripture commands only 3 paid 
to the Supreme God, and that is Swearing by his Name; 
and the Holy Spirit is joined in the ſame Oath. Now, 
an Oath muſt be made by none but the moſt High God. 
So Mojes appropriates it 55 him, Deu. vi. 12. * 
Fo 2 5 bis 
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yi Name ſbalt thou ſwear. Deu. x. 12. Fear him, and 
cleave to him, and by his Name ſhalt thou ſwear. - And 
ö God is very angry that his People ſhould: ſwear by o- 
ther Gods, or that Men ſhould join him in an Oath 
with any other God; as thoſe that ſweax by the Lord 
and by Malchom. And the very Thing, proves that it 
is a Worſhip due to God alone; for it is an Appeal 
to him as the Searcher of, the Heart, that knows what 
| Men do in ſecret, when there is no Man near to wit- 
_ neſs for or againſt them. So the Rewubenites and Gadites 
appeal ro him, as to the Sincerity of their Intentions, 
in building an Altar, of. xxii. 22. So the Law of God 
appointed an Oath in Caſe of Goods that were loſt : 
And it is a ſolemn Appeal to him, as Judge of the 
World, that will acquit the Innocent and puniſh the 
1 Guilty: God do ſo to me, and more alſo! Now, the A- 
: oſtle ſwears by Cbrifh and by the Holy Spirit, appea- 
ling to them for the Truth of his Concern for the Sal- 
vation of the Jews, Roni. ix. 1. So the Hebrew | beth| 
js uſed in Swearing, Ger. xxii. which ſignifies in, by, or 
with, and is render'd by the 70, in Fer. v. 7. in this very 
. Caſe of Swearing, i ve, &c. Dan. xii. . um dn Oc. 
So that this we take for another Proof of Chriſt 
and the Spirit's being the Supreme God ant one with the 
. that they have this Honour given them, 
by an Apoſtle Divinely Inſpired, to ſwear by them; 
which Pr. Clark allows to be a Part of Worſhip, p. 308. 
I fhall in the next Place conſider what the Author of 
the Letter has to ſay about Baptiſm. But in the fillt 
Place I think it proper to acquaint you, what has 
been the Belief of all Chriſtians, that we are acquain- 
. ted with, concerning God, and what they have pro- 
ved clearly from Scripture. They have all held this 
\ Principle, That God is but One, according to the Firlt 
. Commandment, Thou 7 eo have no other Cd before me, 
hich our Saviour ſufficiently confirms, as ydu have 
eard before. Now, they find in the New- Teſtament 
that Men are baptized into the Name of Father, Son, and 
Hoh) Ghiſt, and that they receive Spiritual Bleſſings 
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\ : Dr. Clark allows, that adjuring by Chriſt, and calling him to witneſs, fo le 
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dom theſe Three. Hence they agree, that there is 


One God, and Three Perſons in the Godhend. But then 
by Perſons you are not to underſtand as if they meant 


it in ſo low a Sence as when we ſpeak of Men, when 


Three Perſons are Three Men, that agree in nothing 
but one common Nature: But We call the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt Three Perſons (tho but One God) be- 
cauſe the Difference is more than bare Names. For 
there is a different Relation, as one the Father, another 
the Son; and the Father ſent the Son into the World, 
and the Son came from the Father, and was made Fleſh, 


and the Spirit bears witneſs: to him. Vou have in 


Chriſt's Baptiſm the Father's Voice from Heaven, Chriſt 
the Perſon baptized, and the Holy Ghoſt deſcending 


like a Dove upon him. So, the ſolemn Benediction is 


ven (2 Cor. xili. 14.) in the Name of Three---The 
SKM of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. And 
in 1 Jo. v. 7. the Apoſtle tells us, There are Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe Three are One. Tho' there are 
ſome now who, with Hereticks of Old, would raze this 
out of their Bibles, yet we truſt that the ſame Providence 


which hath all along kept it in, will ſtill continue to 


17 


preſerve it, againſt all their Efforts. 


| You may ſee an Hiſtorical Account of this Text in 


Mr. Martin Critical Diſſertation, where all their Cavils 
and Objections are fully anſwered. And there is another 


Excellent Treatiſe ſhortly expected on the ſame Subject. 


No w, upon theſe Accounts, all Chriſtians, except 
a few Socinians and Arians, have declared, That there 
1s'One God, and Three Perſons in the Godhead; the Scrip- 
ture plainly - ſetting it forth to us, and the Churches 
agreeing in it accordingly, If you ask, How can this 
be? is it not à meer Contradiction that Three ſhould 


be One, and One Three? We anſwer; It is no Con- 


tradiction, that a Thing that is One in itſelf may be 
Jome way Three. If you deſire me to explain how 3 I 


muſt anſwer, as before, that God is Infinite, and we 


are Por finite Creatures, who cannot underſtand the 
Leaſt” of all his Works; much leſs are we able to un- 


derfland-Him;to-whom-the whole Creation is but as the 


Drop of a Bucket. What can your Underſtanding do? 


How 


and Confuted, be, 23g 
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How quickly is it ſwallowed up, when you think of 
God's Eternity! that he is always the ſame, in ſo mg, 
ny ducceſſions of Ages! What can you conceive of 3 
Being that had nothing before it; without Cauſe, 
without End 4 | 1 
Bur to come to the Words of Baptiſm : Go ge 
therefore and baptix e all Nations, in the Name of the Fg. 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, What is to be ſaid to this? 
One of the Greateſt Luitariaus (as they love to be 
called) conſeſſeth, that this Place clearly proves a 
Trinity of Perſons. What then is to be done on their 
part ? The firſt Attempt: is (as I ſajd) to do juſt as 
the Papiſts do by the Second Commandment; viz, 
Leave it quite out. To this purpole,. ur“ Unitarians 
plainly tell you, that Learned Clicks have given 
very ſtrong Reaſons why they believe theſe Wards 
were not ſpoken by our Saviour at all, but were adde: 
from the Practice of the Church, . So that here is one 
Comfort left us, that we. can never be Arians with- - 
out a neu Bible, notwithſtanding all the plauſible Ha- 
rangues we: have heard, of their ſticking only to the 
Scripteres : And ' when they have brought forth their 
Reaſons to ſtagger Mens Faith, as much as they can, 
they tell you, that tho” theſe Reaſons are not without 
their Weight, yet they acknowledge they have ob- 
ſerved ſeveral Things that make them think the Text 
genuine. 111% AA ber HOC ab 
Tus R are their ſubtil Arts of ſhaking Mens 
Faith, as much as, they can, tho' they, confeſs the 
Reaſons, do not convince themſelves. '. Why were they 
ſo much as mention'd then? One would think their 
Deſign was, by all means to leſſen the Authority of 
the Scriptures by different Copies, by ſtrange Inter preta- 
zions,, by finding ſault with the 3 the ready 
way to bring Men to have a mean Opinion of them, 


and to believe them as far only as they agree with Na? 


tural Light. So that revealed Religion, as to the 
Doctrines of Faith, ſhall ſignify nothing among them. 
But if they cannot raze it out of the Bible, what is to 
be none next, to avoid the Force of it? Me ate lap. 
tized into the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
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and Confuted, & 3531 
If the r the Authority, we ſee no Differ 
rence. in this Matter; for if it be by the Futhers A. 
thority, it is alſo by the Authority'sf the Sn, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Again; If into the Mme ſignifies into 
the Service, ſtill we find no odds, but equally into 
the Service of all the Three. 
Bur I muſt acquaint you, that Sacraments are Sig- 
hifications' of a Man's being ſeparated from the World 
to Chriſt, and from other Mens Manner of Life, to be 
Servant of Goc, as they i ys onthe other hand, 
| Promiſe of Grace from God to Man, and are Seals 
of the Covenant :'' As Circumeiſion is called A Sea e 
the Righteouſneſs f Faith, Rom. iv. 4 A Seal of Goe 
Promiſe to Abrabum, that his Faith ſhould be aceoun- 
ted to him for Righteouſneſs; as it included on Man's 
part, Obedience to God, that he ſhbuld love God); 
and ſerve bim, and cleave to him; As Dr. Owen 
well obſerves,” ſpeaking of the Holy Ghoſt, Our 
“ being Baptiz'd' into his Name is our ſolemn En- 
„egagement to believe in him, to yield Obedience 
to him, and to worſhip him.“ And what fays 

the Leer to tili ß: 128 att 
FIA 1, he ſays, It is plam from 1 Cor. i. 12. 13. 
that to haptixe any one into another, or imo his Numa, 
imports the entring him into that Religion of which he is 
the Foundey. ' And ſo he would have the Words of 
Baptiſm to ſignify, I baptize thee into that Religion of 
which the Father i the Supreme Author, the Son the 
Publiſker, and the Holy Ghoſt the Conftrmer. Bur here 
is not the leaſt Colour for making this Difference and 
Subordination, as they would have it: And tho” Where 
ever Paul preach*d, Men did firſt believe the Doctrine, 

et they were afterwards. baptiz d into the Name of 
he Lord Chriſt; and the great Article was, To believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt was the Sone God, Acts viii. 37. Now, 
if you look into John i. 18. this Phraſe the Sor of ' God 
ſignifies, Him that from all Eternity was God, and 
by whom all Things were created, as ver. 
1 2, 3. Nay, further, we read, that we : Cor v. 1, 
are baptixed into Chriſt, fo as to lidie to him Fh. i. 20, 21. 

that died for us, and roſe again. To me, ſaith — 
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the Apoſtle, 0 live is Chriſt ; and Chriſt, ſhall be magni. © 
Tod in my Bach, whether by Life or by Death ; fo that i 
amounts to as much as to do all to his Glory; for his we 
re; and him we ſerve. And as to what he ſays of 
the Iſraelites. being baptiz'd,---they were not ſo bap- 
tiz d into Moſes, as to live to his Glory, ag to be his 
Servants ; but Moſes often exhorts them to ſerve God, 
and to cleave to him. And farther, Being baptized 
into Moſer, may be rendered ty, Moſes if you compare 
Abs vii. 5 ith rl iii. 19. Andhis Inſtange in Lale ix. 
20. that Chriſt ſhould appear in the Glory ef himſelf and 
bis. Father, and of the holy Angeli, ſignifies nothing to 
this purpoſe ; for there Chrilt urgeth this Argument, 
to make Men bold in confeſſing his Name, that a Day 
was coming wherein the Son of Man would appear in 
reat Glory, and all the Angels of Heaven with him. 
ut what is this to the joining Creatures with the 
Creator in moſt ſolemn and open Acts of Renouncing 
all other Lords, to be his only; as in Baptim? 
Arm his Argument from Timothy is much the ſame; 
where he only puts Men in Remembrance of that great 
Day, as I ſaid before. As to what he ſays of Chriſt's. 
dem d Authority, we grant he humbled himſelf, when he 
took upon him the Form of a Servant; and all Power, as 
he is Mediator, and Head over all Things ig the Church, 
was given by God the Father, as a Reward of his Suf- 
ferings. - But they. will not conſider, Fahy i. 1. that 


ug allo conſider Two Kinds of Dominion belonging 
en bis 
rejpectvely to; theſe Natures, one inherent in his 
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« the other as he 8: made Lord of all Things: Fot 
ured that the Word was God; that 
by the ſame Mord all Things were made, and without 
* him was not any Thing made that was made. We mult 
acknowledge, that whoſoe ver is the Creator of all F 
| e | 
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and Confuted, &c. 33 
Things muſt have a direct Dominion over all, as 
« belonging to the Poſſeſſion of the Creator, who made 
« af} Things. . Therefore the Lord, that is Chriſt, as 
« God, hath the Supreme and Univerſal Dominion of 
« the World, which was well expreſſed by that Famous 
« Confeſſion of no longer doubting | but believing] 
c Thomas, My Lord, and my God! For the ſecond, it 
« js allo certain, that there was ſome kind of Lord- 
£ ſhip given or beſtowed on Chriſt, whoſe very Unction 
proves no leſs than an imparted Dominion, as St. 
« Peter tells us, that he was made both Lord and 
„ Chriſt, What David ſpeaks of Man, the Apoſtle 
ce hath applied peculiarly unto him, Hebrews the ii. 
i 7, 8. Now, a Dominion thus imparted, given, de- 
cc rivd, or beſtowed, can't be that which belongeth. 
« unto GOD, as GOD, founded in the Divine Na- 
© ture, becauſe whatſoever is ſuch is abſolute and in- 
« dependent. Wherefore this Lordſhip thus impar- 
« ted, or acquired, appertaineth to the Humane Na- 
© ture, and belongeth to our Saviour as the Son of 
Man | 
E] do aſſent unto this, as a certain and infallible 

© 'Truth taught me by God himſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
* the only Son of God, is the True JEHovan, who 
* hath that Being which is originally aud eternally of itſelf, 
* and on which all other Beings do eſſentially depend. That 
by the Right of Emanation of all Things from him, 
© he hath an Abſolute, Supreme, and Univerſal Do- 
* minion over all Things, as GO D. That as the 
* Son of Man, he is inveſted with all Power in Hea- 
* ven and Earth, partly OEconomical, for the com- 
* pleating our Redemption, and deſtruction of our 
Enemies, to continue to the End of all Things, and 
* then to be reſigned to the Father. And tho' he be 
* thus Lord of all Things by Right of the Firſt Crea- 
tion, and conſtant Preſervation, of them, yet is 
he more peculiarly Lord of us, who by Faith are 
* conſecrated to his Service.“ - p. 151, 156, 157. 
And this twofold Conſideration of Chriſt's Dominion, 
as God, and as God Man and Mediatour, would 
anſwer their Objections taken from Phil. ii 8, 
9, 10. John v. 26, 27. Heb. ii. 8, 9. John xiii. 
49. Rom. xiv. 9. Acts ii. 35, 36. Acts v. 31. 1 Cor. 
XV. 27, 28. Cc. E I HAVE 
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IHA VR only to add, that theſe Three are fo One, 
that the ſame Actions are attributed to them all. What 
is ſpoken of Fehovah Iſa. vi. is ſpoken of Chriſt John 
xii. and of the Holy Spirit Acts xxviii. So you may 
underſtand that Place, Ehp. iii. of God's making all 


Things by Jeſus Chriſt ; not as an Iuſtrument, as the 


Arians tell you; for in Col. i. 16. Al Things were 
created by him and jor him: Now, it is for God's Plea- 
ſure, and his Glory, that all Things are and were crea- 


ted, Rev. iv. 11. But as in the Work of Redemption | 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, 


and Chriſt was God maniſeſted in the Fleſh, ſo in the 
Work of Creation, the Father, Son, and Spirit, formed 
the World; and yet but one God was the Creator of 
the World; and by him |di'enz}] is ſpoken of Chriſt, 
Heb. i. 2. as well as of God the Father, in Rom. xi. 36. 
THERE is one Text more J ſhall here take Occaſi 
on to explain likewiſe. It is 1 Cor. viii. 6. But un- 


to us there is but one One God, the Father, of whom are 


all Things, and One Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all 
Things, and we by him. You muſt obſerve here, that 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſtians in Oppolition to Hea- 
thens, who had Gods many and Lords many; one Great 


God, and many Subordinate ones But unto us, Chriſt- 


ians, there is but one God. Now, it is plain, by the 

Scriptures before, that of him and by him are both laid 
of GOD; ſo that no Difference can be argued from 

the Particles. And is is as evident, that Oue Lord Je- 

fus Chriſe doth not exclude God from being Lord. For 
the Arians will not ſay, but that the Great God is Lord 

ſtill---The Lord thy God, faith our Saviour. If therefore 

One Lord doth” not exclude God the Father from being 

Lord, why ſhould Oae God exclude Chriſt from being 

God? But I think, as to the Phraſe, One God the 

Father, it is well known, that the Heathen call'd God 

The Father of Gods aud Men, and all Things? and 
ſo I ſuppoſe Chriſt uſeth the Words, John iv. 23. For 
It is not likely that the Samaritan Woman underſtood 
him otherwiſe, who knew nothing of the Trinity - So 
that as God, under the Old Teſtament was known to 
the World by the Name of God the Father of all, but 
to the /ſraelites alone he was known by the Name Je- 
hovah, a God in Covenant with them ; ſo under 2 
e 0 
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and Confutel, ae. 35 
New, we have but Ore God, the Great Creator of the 
World; and ſo he js known to all Men; but unto 
Chriſtians peculiarly he is known to be God in Chriſt 
reconciling the NMorld unto himfelf, a God in gracious 
Covenant with them. | 
AND now, Dear Fell;w Chriſtians and Diſciples: of 
Chriſt, ſutter me to warn you all in his Bleſſed Name, 
as you tender the Intereſt and Honour of the Lord of 
Clin, or the Eternal Welfare of your own Souls, to 
be very cautious of the late Writings that have been 
vented againſt the Holy Trinity, and the Godhead of 
our Dear Lord and Saviour. Hath not a late Author 
betray'd the greateſt Want of Honeſty and Sincerity 
that ever was ſeen in any Writter ? Has he not effectu- 
ally taught the World a ſure Way to be an Arian, So- 
cinian, or Mahoimetan, and yet to ſubſcribe any Creeds, 
Articles or Confeſſions of Faith, whatſoever : For he 
gives you one Rule that ſhall carry you thro? the World 
as ſmooth as Glaſs; which is this ---- Every ſincere 
« Chriſtian aſſenting (for the ſake of Peace and Order) 
« to the Uſe of any Forms of Words, muſt take care 
© toaffent to them in ſuch a Senſe as may make them 
c conſiſtent with the Scripture, (otherwiſe he aſſents 
© to what is falſe) and in iucha Senſe as may make 
© them conſiſtent with themſelves (otherwiſe he aſſents 
to nothing.) This is what I have attempted to do, 
* faith he, in the Third Part of my Book.” So that you 
may believe any 'Thing and ſubſcribe any Thing, in.any 
Form of Words, provided you do but keep in your 
Minds an inward Senſe and Meaning, agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures. And accordingly, by this means, he 
makes the Athanaſian Creed, the Prayers in the Begin- 
ning of the Litany, and other Parts of the Liturgy 
very conſiſtent with the Arian Notions and Subſcripti- 
ons; ſo that a ſincere Arian may give his unfeigned 
Aſent and Conſent to them, 2 

_ Tris is a rare Paſſport for all ſorts of Errors and He- 
refies to travel with, throughout the Church or World, 
without any Let, Hindrance, or Moleſtation, amidſt all 
Kinds of Religions, from the Mahometan to the Deiſt, 
wherever the Bible is acknowledged. Is not this a 
little beyond the Miſlery of Jeſuitiſim it ſelf ? For thoſe 
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good Caſuiſts ſcarce ever invented ſo very Catholic k 
a Rule to go by. 

THESE are the Writings that are the Oracles of 
the Arians at this Day; And whether this be not at 
the Root, or will not be interpreted to favour all the 
Lying and Hypocriſy in the World, I leave the Reader 
to judge. | | 

A ** indeed many of the Younger Diſciples have 
pretty well copied after him, who have ſo contrived 
to alter the Common Senſe of Words and Phraſes that 
they are now unintelligible, Which brings to my Re- 


membrance a Story I have heard of Bp. Ken That 


when a Member of Parliament was check'd by him for 
figning the A/ociarromin K. William's Time, the Gen- 
tleman reply'd, . but my Lord, I took it in my oun 
Sence.--- Did you ? (ſaid the Biſhop) Then you took it in a 
KNAVE's ſence. And I am of Opinion the Biſhop 
was the Honeſter Man, and the better Caſuiſt, tho 
not the finer Gentleman. And truly, if the Makers 
of ſuch Rules ſhould be followed cloſe at the Heels with 
them, they would not like them ſo well. As for In- 
ſtance --- If they ſhould be falſly accuſed of Murder, 
and Executed accordingly ; it would be but little Repa- 
ration for the Foreman of the Jury afterwards to cry 
out, in Surprize, I meant nothing more than Manſlaugh- 
ter, tho” 7 faid indeed Guilty of the Murder of which he 
was indicted ! 5 3 

MN have Reaſon and Conſcience given them, to 
act more fairly and ſincerely than ſuch a Rule will lead 
them to; and Words muſt have known Significations, 
or we ſhall ſoon run into Confuſion, 

SUFFER me therefore to conclude with a ſerious 
Exhortation to all ſincere Chriſtians to ſtand faſt in the 
Faith, as you have been taught by the Holy Scriptures 
of Infallible Truth, and by the greateſt LIGHTS and 
Holieſt Guides of Chriſt's Church on Earth: Who 
have all, in their ſeveral Ages, faithfully atteſted to the 
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and firmly believed and 
taught, That there is and can be, but One True aud 
Living God; and that the Father, and the Mord, and 
the Spirit, are this One God. One in the Divine Ni- 
ture and Eſſence, tho' diſtinguiſhed in their Relations, 
and in the great Work of Redemption. 

> ils 2 AND 


and Confuted, &c. 
'AND I hope you will ever cleave to this Great and 
Fundamental Truth, in Defiance of all that ſhall oppoſe 

it; and not ſuffer your ſelves to be as Children tofled , 
to and fro, carried about by every Wind of Doctrine, 
by the Influence of every wandering Star! by the. 
Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, who, 'in a 
Myſtery of ſo great a Depth and Difficulty, will eaſily 
ind Room enough for many puzzling and ſhocking. 
Objections, that will be hard enough to give a ready 
Anſwer to. But where you ſee the Scripture is exprels 
in ſo many Places, there yield up your Faith without 
wavering For God never was deceived, neither will 
he deceive any. 

'Yovu diſcern this to be a Point that enters into the 
very Vitals of Religion, deeply affecting all your Tor- 
ſor which you pay to God above: So that in caſe you 
fall into this pernicious Errour, it muſt needs degenerate 
into downrignt LDOLATRY, viz. THE SERVING 
More GODS THAN Ons, and Worſhipping the 
CREATURE as well as the CREATOR; which either 
as Men or Chriſtians, you ſhould abhor the Thought 
of, as a moſt flagitious and damning Crime. $4 

| REMEMBER You have taken Chriſt for your Pro- 
phet, and his Inſtructions you are to follow ; and not 
the cunningly deviſed Fables of Men, We muſt not 
be ready to ſuck in the Opinions that are eu and moſt 
faſhionable, or, as we are apt to call them, moſt rational; 
but cleave to the ancient and Scriptural Truths, which 
are a Foundation ſtrong enough to build our Faith up- 
on, whatever our blind Underſtandings, or corrupted 

Fancies, may 3 againſt them. Let Reaſon firſt 
acquaint us, that God hath reveal'd them, and then let 
Faith receive them with Reverence and Submiſtion: 
For it is GOD that cannot lie who hath reveal'd them 
to you. Men may tell you, This is Truth, and that 
is according to Truth: Lo ! here is Chriſt! or lo! 
there. Believe them not till you have enquired what 
God hath ſpoken concerning it. Oh! renounce not 
the Divine Truths and Saving Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
but hold 'em faſt in Faith and Love. For conſider, the 
Foundations of your Faith muſt be the Foundation of / 
your Hope alſo. Therefore let no ſeeming Impoſſibilities 
ever tempt you to queſtion the Truth of what 9 

1 | | 
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hath ſpoken. Have a care! your depraved Senſe and 
Reaſon will be apt to trip up N and many 
Queſtions may ariſe in your Minds --- How can God be 
Three in One? How could the Word be made Fe? 
How could the Lord of Glory be Crucifted ! How could 
God purchaſe the Church to himſelf by his Blood ? How 
is the Reſurrection of the ſame Body poſſible from that 
Mixture and Confuſion of Duſt which is in the Graves? 
I cannot tell ybu how ; but God can: and he having 
already declar'd it, I have no Room left to doubt it. 
Muſt God be ſuppos'd to know no more than Man ? 
Shall my Underſtanding attempt to meaſure his! Thus 
Pride is at the Root not only of Arianiſm, but of all 
Atheiſm. Therefore when you ſay, with poor IVice- 
demus, How can theſe Things be? I may undertake to 
tell you, whenever you can anſwer me, How could 
the World be made dut of nothing; and how the Earth 
hangs upon nothing How were ue form'd and won- 
derfully faſhion'd in the dark Womb of your 
Parent? Or, how do you ſpeak, move, and act now, 
juſt according to the Command of a Thought within? 
heſe Things are real and certain to your own Expe- 
rience, and yet you cannot tell me Hou. But there is a 
Day of Revelation coming when our Light ſhall be 
much clearer, and the Myfteries both of Nature and 
Grace ſhall be unveil'd. Therefore, I ſay, let not ap- 
' pearing Impoſſibilities, in the high and unaccountable 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, ſhake your Faith in God; to 
whom all Things are poſſible: But let us firmly believe 
the Things which he bath ſpoken, and modeſtly wait 
for the Diſcoveries of the laſt Day; when we ſhall no 
longer ſee thro a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face; when 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. ONS: 9 
I SHALL end all with a wife Obſervation of that 
molt Learned and Judicious Divine, Mr. John Howe, 
which I received from his own Mouth, after a Diſconrſe 
of the Holy Trinity —— I reverence my Religion the 
more becauſe there are ſome Things in it above my 
“ Underſtanding ; for were it poſſible for Man to com- 
* prehend it, I ſhould be tempted to think it poſſible 
* for Man to have invented it.“ 
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His Pamphlet has had many Cenſures paſt 
upon it; and particularly, it is blam'd for 
not having the Author's Name; when at 
the ſame Time none of the Three Pam- 
; phlets that it cenſur'd, nor the Two 
Books in Anſwer to ir had the Name of 
their reſpective Authors ; ſc that I hope I may be for- 
given that Fault pretty eaſily, ſince I am found in ſo 
good Company. Mx 
I T is pronounced to be ſo weak, as can be ſuppos d, 
and that Men of Senſe cannot but deſpiſe it. To which 
I anſwer, It was not written for thoſe that call them- 
ſelves Men of Senſe, whom an ancient Friend to the 


—— 


Cauſe of Infidelity thus deſcribes, 


— Cel qui mentis ab arce, 
Deſpicit errantes caca caligine Terras. 


But for thoſe that are willing to become Fools that they 
may be wiſe : That can believe Revelation, although 
Reaſon cannot tell them how theſe Things can be, 
And yet, is it not ſtrange that ſuch a fooliſb Paper 
ſhould be replied to, in no leſs than Two Pamphlets 

by an able Hand? 2 FF 
IT is charg'd with Bitterneſs and a' bad Spirit ; yet 
it meddled with no Man's Character, nor made merry 
with trampling upon any Miniſter's Reputation. Had 
the Author done fo, he might have been reproached 
for want of that Charity, which is kind, which vaunteth 
uot itſelf, and is not puffed up. What is his Crime then, 
that there is ſuch a mighty Outcry againſt it, and that 
it ſhould deſerve (as ſome have faid ) to be burnt * 
| EI the 


/ ; 


J 
the Hands of the Hangman? The Truth is, It is be. 


canſe it expos'd the Arians; not that it touch'd upon 


their Perſons, but laid open their Equivecations and 


® % 


Shuffles, and ſhew'd their Craft in uſing Words and 
Phraſes, that ſound well, but are intended to beguile 
unwary Chriſtiaris ; and to draw em into a good Opi— 
nion of them that go about to deceive; as if they 
meant the ſame that other Chriſtians do; when indeed 
they mean the quite contrary. This I own was the 
Deſign of the Paper, and think it very juſtifiable : And 


1 am willing to hope, by the Invectives that are dropt 


againſt it, that it has happily ſucceeded in what it was 
delign'd for. As for acculing them of what they do 
not own, it ſhall be accounted for. very ſpeedily. | 

Ap here the Reader muſt not expect that I ſhould 
follow my Anſwerer ſtep by ſtep; and make four Pam- 
phlets to anſwer him, becauſe he was ſo bountiful as 


to make two in Reply to me: Which might eaſily be 


done, if I would imitate him, by ſtopping, or para- 
phraſing upon every Line, whether it be any thing to 
the purpoſe or no; which is a good Way to divert 
the Reader from the main Argument. But I am hap- 
pily prevented in a great deal of what I muſt have 
done; had not abler Men appear'd in the Defence of 
of the true, and proper Divinity of our Lord Chriſt : 
Mr. M:or has ſet his Name to a ſecond Edition of his 
Book; and he that deſires an Anſwer to the Objettions 


of Dr. Clark's Friend, may do well to read Dr. Mater- 


land, in whoſe Book is one thing that, I think, ordi- 
nary Chriſtians. ſhould be inform*d of; that whereas 
the Arians ſay, that before the Council Nice, all were 
of their Opinion, he quotes the Church- Hiſtorian So- 
crates *, who tells us, that in the Time of Theodoſius, 
when the Arians were preſs'd by the Catholicks to dil- 


pute, and challeng'd to refer the Matter in Controverſy 


to the concurring Judgment of the Writers before them, 

the Arians declined it, and durſt not abide the Trial. 
WHaT I have to do, is to vindicate myſelf, that I 

have not written Lies or Fal hood; and to ſhew how © 


1 
— 
— ha 


Lib, v. cap, 10. 
unfair 


unfair my Anſwerer has been in omitting very material 
paints, and what forc d Expoſitions he gives to the 
Scriptures quoted againſt him. 4 
Tu E firſt Thing complain'd of, is a Quotation out 
of Mr. * Emlyn And take it there as he would have 
it, That he calls Chriſt, God, becauſe he is Partaker of 
the Divine Nature, not only in moral Graces, but in 
Domi nion and Authority. Now, is this plain dealing, 
to tell; the People, they are to believe that Chriſt is 
truly Eod, when, they mean only, that he is full of 
Grace, and hath a great Dominion gi ven him much 
above any other Creature? And thus Chriſt is ſaid to 
be Cod in Scripture, and to be worſhipped by us, be- 
ron, -en Creature ſet above the Angels and Arch- 

AS bas. ee, 19635 2” - 
ITE next Thing objected, is the Phraſe of a leſs 
Eternity, which Phraſe the Author of the Two Pam- 
phlets ſaith, is:hot- to be found in the Anſwer to Mr. 
Troſs. But there we have this Paſſage, Before the Be- 
ginuing of: this Creation, is not a ſtrict Eternity : which 
mult ſuppoſe a greater and a leſs, a longer and ſhorter 
Eternity, Which was my Meaning; however, he thought 
fit to cavil at the Terms]; ſo that if he be intelligible, 
he plainly intimates, That Chriſt may be ſome time be- 
fore the Creation of the World; but not from all Eter- 
nity. And another Author (which J quoted alſo) 
faith, there are Puncta, or Points, in Eternity: ſo 
that, upon the whole, I cannot yet ſee that I have any 
Way miſrepreſented the ſeiiſe of theſe Authors. 
But. the grand Fault of all was the calling them 
Arians, à Name which they diſown, an odious Name, 
they ſay z as it has been always among Chriſtians, and 
] hope, will be ſo to the End of the Worluu. 
Bur in Anſwer to this, Do they deny the Charge, 
and ſay they are not Arians; That is, in the ſame 
Opinion with ans? Neither my Anſwerer, nor his 
Friend, durſt ſay ſo. But their Way is to reply with a 
Qualification, That they are not for the peculiar Opi- 

nion of Ariis. I wiſh they would have told us plainly 
what theſe Words mean. Is it this, that they agree 
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42 APPENDIN. 
with Arius in denying the true and proper Divinity of 
the Son of God, and that he is one God with the Fa- 
ther? But the Truth is, they do not ſo well like Ariufs 
proof, who argues, that there was a Time when the Sun 
was not. And yet, methinks, there is no ſuch mighty 
Difference, in ſaying, there was a- Time when he was 
not, or ſaying, that there was an Eternity when he was 
not. And 1 deſire em, when they write next, to inſtruct 
Chriſtians plainly as to the Trinity: For hitherto they 
have given us a Negative Faith, as one of their Friends 
i.. e DAE ee 
Ir is their common Complaint, that they are 
wrong'd, when Men ſay of em, that they believe 
Chriſt to be a meer Creatu:e-: I deſire they would tell 
us, whether he be a Creature, or no; and further, 
whether there be any Medium, any Being between the 
great Creator and a Creaturerer. 
I Trovcnr it neceſſary to acquaint the Church, 
that theſe Opinions were not new, but old Errors de- 
teſted by Chriſtians in all Ages; that Men might 
not run into them unawares, upon the credit of ſome 
of their Teachers, but might take Time to. conſider 
them carefully, when they ſaw the whole Chriſtian 
World againſt te. eee YATES ee 
'Acain; they are wrong'd, they ſay, when they are 
reported to baptize in the Name of the Father only, 
though I know not who ever ſaid ſo. But I would 
deſire them! to tell the World, whether they do not 
baptize in the Name of the Father, as the ONE onLy 
Gop, excluſive of the S and Spirit, as God; And 
V hat we muſt think and call them, Gods, or Crea- 
tures. For they ſay, the Scripture is plain in diſtin- 
guiſhing Chriſt - from tlie ſupreme God. Now I 
deſire to know, whether he be an inferior: and a leſs 
God, and whether there be not Two Gods: Or, 
whether Chriſt be really and truly a Creature, and im- 
properly called God. And when they ſay, we all wor- 
ſhip the Father through the Son, according to the 
Direction of Scripture ; let them tell us, whether there 
is not alſo, in the Scripture, Worſhip paid immediately 
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to the don in many places, as Prayer, Praiſe, and com- 
mitting of the Soul to him, Oc. I deſire to know of 
them, what they worſhip then? It ſeems, Chriſt is 


not (according to them) the ſupreme God. What is 


then worſhipped, an inferiour God, or a Creature? 
AND when they talk ſo much of a SUBORDINA- 
oN “, and would perſwade the World that all allow 
it, as if there was no Difference in this Matter between 
them and the Body of Chriſtians: I entreat them to 
explain themſelves, and not deceive Men with Equivo- 
cations .in Words, and ſuch cunning Craftineſs. And 
when any of the Twenty Nonſcribers in. Devon 
will be plain and open in theſe Things, and give the 
World an honeſt Account of their Faith, with- 
out Equi vocations and mental Reſervations, - and 
ſet their Names to ſuch a Paper, I hope they 
ſuall have no reaſon to complain of a nameleſs Anſwer. 


And I expect they will do ſo, ſince they have told 


us, that it is the plain Chriſtian's Concern, as well as 
the Scholar's, to know what He worſhips. This is 
freely ſaid by the Writers on that Side, when they 
would fain perſwade Men to come into their Opinion. 


But as ſoon as they find; any, Oppoſition made to it, 
then they tell you they are glad to ſee, that Men hold 


theſe Opinions, pro and con, to be indifferent, ſpecu- 
lative Points, as my Anſwerer calls them p. 5. As if it 
could be a Matter indifferent, whether we worſhip one 


God and a Creature, directly againſt the Firſt Com- 


mandment, and our Saviour's own determination, Matt. 
iv. 10. And in the laſt Book of the Bible, we are bid 
to Worſbip God, without mention of any other, when 
the Angel rejected St. John's worſhip. 8 

Bur this Notion of Indiſfferency ſeems to ſuit beſt 
with the Hyped for Society, when all Chriſtians that 


ſhall ſubſcribe. to the Words of the Scripture, without 


explaining their Senſe of them, and ſhall only ſay they 
believe the Bible, ſhall cordially meet and join in wor- 
ſhip ; ſome - adoring one God only, and ſome ſeveral; 
Papiſts that worſhip the Hoſt ; Socinians that take 
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war the Reader may ſte how much they. couch under this word Subordination, 
would adviſe him to riad that Excellent Book, The Growth of Error. 
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Chriſt for a meer Man, and deny that He died as a proper 
Sacrifice and Propitiation for Sin; Ariaus; and Anthrope- 
- morphites, that believe God has a Body as a Man; and 
hat not ? 5, OT CON BIR 1 TON 
AN D then I would deſire alſo to ktiow whether 
this general Church will need St. Paul's Caution about 
their Miniſters, Tit. i. 9. That He be lable by ſound 
Doctrine to exhort and convince Gainſayers; | Or' whe- 
ther the Miniſter ſhall Rehbuke harply, that they may be 
ſound in the Faith ; or, whether He muſt” contend for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints. Since all kinds 
of Faith will be allow'd, provided Men ſubſcribe to 
the Bible. V 
Vun he calls theſe great Doctrines ſpetulative 
| Opinions, He makes himſelf merry with my ſaying, 
That God had threatned an infinite Puniſhment to Sin. 
Surely I cannot but think till, that Eternity, which is 
the Duration of a Sinner's Puniſhment, may be properly 
ſaid to be infinite, ſince it has no Bounds.” For ſo the 
Soul itſelf is infinite, as to its Duration. ' . 
HRE would accuſe me (p. 31.) for abuſing of him, 
in ſaying, ' that he broveht” an Argument from the 
1] _ Popes Champion, to prove that we might worſhip Holy 
| Places ; By which kind of Reaſoning the Papiſts en- 
deavour'd to þring Men to the worſhip of Saints, Ima 
ges, Cc. He would infinuate to the Reader, as if it 
had been a falſe Charge, by ſaying, the Reader muſt take 
his Mord for it; yet he durſt not deny the Thing. 
But I'muſt not be believed, becauſe I referr'd'\not to 
the Place: Which I doubt not he could eaſily find, 
without my telling bim; it is in Lib. de ſanct. Beati- 
tudine. Cap. 13. And to {lide from the Argument, he 
confounds Worſhip with Honour or Reſpecg. 
- Hs paſſeth cn from p. 25. to p. 27. and tell us, 
that he goes over a pretty deal of Impertinence, and 
Repetition: And yet in that place it was conſider d, 
Whether the Belief of Chriſt's being properly and truly 
God, and one with the Father, and whether the wor- 
ſhipping one God, and no other, be a Fundamental in 
| Gtr e. He laid down two Rules to try this by: 
One is, That the Doctrine be deliver d in Scripture in jo 
man Words. And i f nor fo in this Caſe ? That the 
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Ind thy God 7 5 one Tord: and 1% Ban Aave no ger 
God before Ak ü on 30 0 
s Nan Rule ! is, Ya it hath fo much Streſs 1214 
on it in Scripture, as that the believing of it ſbould be 
wo a Condition of Salvation, or the 008 believing * 
threatned with everlaſting Dammnatioͤs. 
Fo this I anſwer'd, out of Ex. ws, we Thou ſhale 
worſhip no other God, or the Lord, whoſe name is Jealous, 
i A jeatous God. th not this imply God's ſevere 
Dilpleaſure? and was this to be palo d over as en 
nence and r \ by 
Hs makes no Anſwer to what I faid of Baptiſm, that ? 
it comes in the Place of Circumcifion, which is called a 
Covenant. I will be à God to thee, thow ſhalt keep my 
Covenant And the firſt Article of that Covenant is fo 
have uo other Cod. | 
"As to his Citation out of Mr. Bioxter about Cote: 
That great Man has no Word that I can find in Con- 
tradiction to what he faid in another Book, That the 
Firm of 7 as explain'd in the Athan aſian C reed 
is the very Fum and Kernel of the Chriſtian Religion. 
| Au- can Bp. Pearſon be for them, who affents to 
Yi, as an Infallible Truth; that Jeſus Chrift is the 
Jehovah, who hath that Being which is Originally 
and Eternal of itfelf, and on which all other Beings a 
eſſentially depend? _ 
IWII IL conclude with thing Notice how he an- 


ſwers one or two Scriptures that were urged againſt 1 


him; which will quite ſurfeit the Reader. 5 
I T- was argued, that Chriſt calls himſelf the Firſt 
and the Laſt, which the great God faith, is his 1 

lar Glory, and it is due to none eſſe. 

25 this he anſwers, that Chriſt is che Firſt and 
oft Mediator. But conſider, Chriſt faith that he is 
Beginning and the Ending :; And can this be apply d 
. bis Mediation? With this Expolition you may deny 
that the Prophet Iſaiah, chap. xliv. ſpeaks of the Eter- 

nity of the 8915 High Goc alſo, by anſwering that he 
was the firſt and the laſt Redeemer of Hrael. But the 
Words in the Revelition are plain to bim that will com- 

pare this Paffage wWRE the Hope of St. John, f An 
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he deſcribes Chriſt to be in the Beginning before the 
Being of the World ; which is the Deſcription of K. 
rr 
I was alſo urged againſt him, that the World was 
made immediately by the Supreme God, from Iſaiah 
xliv. where God faith, He ſtretched out the Heavens 
alone. Alone (He ſays) is uſed in the New Teſtament, 
to ſignify that Chriſt was withdrawn, from the Multi- 
tude, tho? Peter and 8 were with him. But is this 
the ſame with the Phraſe, + ſtretched. out the Henvens 
alone, and laid the Foundations of the Earth by my 
felf't I know not how it could be more plainly Ex- 
preſs d, 1/a. xlv. 12. My Hands have ſtretched out the 
Heavens. Surely, what we have done with our Hands, 
was not done by another. But this is Socinus's way 
of interpreting Scripture. CRIES oe 5 
ISHAIL I finiſh all with putting him in mind that 
it was objected to him, That if Chriſt; be ſomething be- 
tow the Supreme God, and he was the immediate Cre- 
ator of the World, then neither the gentile World, nor 
Fewiſh Church could ever know the Supreme God, and 
therefore could not worſhip him, © 
IN reply to this, he grants that the Light of Na- 
ture doth not teach Men whether the Supreme God 
created the World mediately or immediately; and that 
the Jeus had no Revelation, that the Supreme God 
imployed any under him in making the World, and yet 
they did not miſtake the Object of their Worſhip, be- 
cauſe the Supreme God was molt properly the Creator 
of the World, and they worſhipped him as ſuch. 
Tris is ſtrange, when they Knew none but the 
immediate Creator, which was but anInſtrument, and no- 
thing could inform em, that the Power of this Inſtru- 
ment was deriv'd from another, . How could they 
worſhip a Higher Being, when they could never know 
that there was ſuch an uwe 
As for other Things, I refer him to Mr. Moors 
Anſwer to the Letter to a Diſſenter in Exon; and when 
he or any other anſwers that, with a; Name to it, let 
them fignify in the End of it, what they think de- 
ſerves further to be conſidered in theſe two Pamphlets, 
and I doubt not but they will have an Anſwer. 
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— Errata, Page 18. lines 22 and 28 for Scripture read Scriptures. There are 
Few other literal miſtakes which we hope will not at all miſlead the Reader: 
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